President’s Message, Midyear Report 2010

In my first message, at the time of the first meeting of the new NYSTRA Board in June, I reported a sense of optimism and energy.  I am happy to report that that spirit has translated into significant progress toward achieving this year’s goals.  Some of the areas the Board has been addressing are:

•  Continued efforts toward licensure for Therapeutic Recreation. 

As you may already know the Therapeutic Recreation licensure bill did not come up for vote before the New York State legislature within the two-year time period allotted for this process.  A new bill will be introduced in the Assembly and in the Senate, and fortunately we will have the same sponsors.  NYSTRA’s focus, along with the Recreational Therapy New York State Licensure Committee, will be twofold:  to move the bill out of the Higher Education Committee so that it can be voted on, and to assure a favorable vote once it reaches the floor.  Your efforts will be vitally important to move the licensure process along—by contacting your representatives and asking for their support.  Watch for updates on this website. 

  

•  Educational opportunities. 

Learning opportunities are core to what NYSTRA offers to members.  The annual conference, March 26-29 in Saratoga Springs, promises to be a terrific event, offering great educational sessions, hospitality events, and networking opportunities.  Plan to attend!  Co-chairs Lorrie Prescott and Tom McDonald, along with hospitality chair Susan Coletti, are hard at work putting the conference together.  It is not too late to volunteer to help out.  (See the NYSTRA Board page of this website for Lorrie and Tom’s contact information.)  

The Downstate Recreation Conference, which NYSTRA co-sponsors with NYSRPS, LILSA, HVLSA, WRAPS, and METRO, was held in November, and we are looking into additional localized workshops as well.

  

•  Strategic Planning Initiative.  

NYSTRA is a member-driven organization. The Board thanks each and every one of the members who completed the membership survey.  Your responses will enable us, and future NYSTRA Boards, to shape the future of NYSTRA based on your input.  Special thanks go to Lynn Anderson at SUNY Cortland for her work on this project.  

We are already at work on revising the NYSTRA Policy and Procedures Manual, as a part of our revitalization efforts.

  

•  Membership enhancements.  

Members already receive a discount at the annual conference, but your membership translates into additional real dollars when you purchase NYSTRA merchandise.  Click on the Products section of this website to see the new price structure—and the variety of TR posters, pens, shirts, and other items available, many of them new this year. It pays to belong! 

We are also looking into a members-only section of the website, as an additional benefit of membership.  If you are not currently a member, please join the hundreds who have already chosen to be part of NYSTRA! Click on the Membership link on this website. 

These are only some of the highlights of what Board members have been working on to serve the profession and you, the members.  Be sure to read the quarterly Newsletter for more information.  

  

We are glad you are visiting the NYSTRA website. Take time to explore. There is a wealth of information here for therapeutic recreation professionals, TR students, and others interested in the field. Click on the Guestbook and leave us a message. We would love to hear your ideas. If you want information about how you can get more involved, contact me or any of the Board members. 

  

Joanne Zentis Auerbach, CTRS 

NYSTRA President 

