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Î The NYSTRA Star Game Î  

 

I got a brainstorm for a new game today.  The details are not all worked out, but the object of the game is to collect as many stars 

as possible by the end.  In the course of the game, players draw a star card, read it aloud, and then if the statement on the card is 

true for the player, she or he gets a star, sometimes more than one. You can start playing right now!  Read the following òcardsó 

and start counting your stars. 

 

I am reading the NYSTRA Newsletter.  (That was easy!  Take a star.) 

I attended the annual conference within the last two years.  (Get one or two stars.) 

I read the Presidentõs Message on the website.  (Itõs okayñjust claim your star when you do.) 

I am a fan of the NYSTRA Facebook page. (You have the ideañclaim stars as you go.) 

I wrote a letter to my NY state assemblyperson and/or senator in support of TR licensure. 

I have attended hospitality events at the conference.   

I am helping with the high school outreach program. 

I renewed my membership promptly. 

I have contributed something for publication in the NYSTRA Newsletter. 

I have presented at the Downstate Recreation Conference and/or the annual conference 

within the last three years. 

I asked someone (or recommended someone) to run for the Board. 

I ran for the Board. (GOLD star) 

I nominated a person or a program for a NYSTRA award or scholarship. 

I received a NYSTRA award or scholarship. 

I posted a complimentary comment on the website Guestbook. 

I explored the website and discovered something I didnõt know was there before. 

I moderated a session at the annual conference or the Downstate conference. 

I helped in any other way at the annual conference. 

I have purchased NYSTRA merchandise. 

I am serving on a NYSTRA committee (any committee). 

I voted in this yearõs NYSTRA election. 

I have been asked for information, and supplied it in a timely manner. 

I convinced someone else to join NYSTRA.  (GOLD star) 

I promise to thoughtfully complete the membership survey when I receive it. 

I have read all the way down to here. 

 

There is only one òblack holeó among the star cards: 

I have made complaints without offering to help work toward a solution. (Loose a star and change your ways!) 

 

I hope that you are loaded with stars by now!  The best thing is, you can continue to accumulate them in the months to come.  Let 

us together make this a star-studded year!   

 

Please feel free to call me at (914) 597-2248 with concerns and/or your stellar ideas! 
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The quest for obtaining licensure is ongoing, but progress certainly has been made! This progress is in large part due 

to the efforts made by NYSTRA members, like yourself. You see, The NY State Recreation Therapy Licensure Com-

mittee took an unprecedented approach to rallying support for this cause at this yearõs NYSTRA Conference. Com-

puters were set up so that conference attendees could contact their local Assemblymen and women. 

 

This arrangement made rallying mass support both easy and efficient. This was the first time an approach of this na-

ture was used at a conference. Members of the NYSRTLC would like to express our appreciation to the NYSTRA 

organization, its members and all of you out there who continue to advocate for this worthy cause.  

 

Due to current budget issues in Albany, the issue of licensure is unfortunately on hold at the moment. However, we 

urge you all to continue speaking with any Assemblymen/women or Senators in New York State, so that we keep 

planting those seeds throughout the state! This way, when the time comes, everyone will know what the Bill is all 

about!  Thank you all again!  
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

CLUSTER  

 

PRESIDENT ELECT  

Loretta Murray, CTRS 

missLoretta84@hotmail.com 

lmurray@romehospital.org 

 

Conference Co -Chair  

Lorrie Prescott, CTRS 

lprescott@islandnursing.org  

 

Conference Co -Chair  

Tom McDonald, CTRS 

Tommymac16@hotmail.com 

 

Workshops -Downstate  

Jason Schwab, CTRS 

Jschwab22@gmail.com  

 

Workshops -Upstate  

Heather Duke, CTRS 

heatheryduke@gmail.com 

 

Legislation/Advocacy/PR  

Beth Bentz 

bbentz3343@yahoo.com  

  

Student Liaison  

Cathy-Ann Branker-Diamond 

cathydiamond@verizon.net  

 

Student Liaison  

Natalee Stiles 

nestiles@utica.edu  

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 

CLUSTER  

 

SECRETARY 

Leslie Hoot, CTRS 

lespearl8@yahoo.com  

 

Newsletter  

Gillian Mayson, CTRS 

gillian25@hotmail.com 

 

FINANCE CLUSTER  

TREASURER 

Denise Horton, CTRS 

dhorton824@yahoo.com 

 

Fundraising  

Jennifer Battle, CTRS 

jbattle@nehealth.com 

 

Membership  

Tameka S. Battle, CTRS 

tbattle@fourseasonsnh.com 

 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION CLUSTER  

 

PAST PRESIDENT  

Isabel Kellerman, CTRS 

isabelkel@aol.com 

 

BOARD MEETINGS  

Meetings are held from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Please contact Joanne Auerbach at 

jauerbac@burke.org 

for meeting dates & details. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Tameka Battle, CTRS 

Dear NYSTRA Members: 

 

As always, please encourage your fellow colleagues and/or supporters of TR to become NYSTRA members.  I would 

like to also thank all who have joined, renewed or updated with NYSTRA.   

 

You can also provide us with updated information, such as change of address, employment, home/work numbers and 

email addresses by emailing NYSTRA at mail@nystra.org.   

 

Just a friendly reminder, there is an application processing time of 2-3 weeks, so you might inadvertently receive a 

renewal notice for membership that may have already been paid.  Please disregard this notice if you have already sent 

in payment.  Thank you to those of you who have joined NYSTRA or renewed your NYSTRA membership.  
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Date: 

 

 

 

Dear, 

 

 

National Therapeutic Recreation Week will be observed nationwide July 11-17 2010 

The observance highlights the importance of leisure and recreation in the human experience, especially for individuals 

with disabilities and limitations. Research has demonstrated the value of leisure and recreation involvement to 

physical health and health maintenance, cognitive functioning, psychosocial health, and personal and life satisfaction. 

Additionally, involvement in leisure and recreation has been demonstrated to benefit society as a whole by providing 

a cost-effective health care service. Therapeutic recreation services seek to enhance the quality of life for individuals 

with disabilities and limitations. 

 

Thousands of professionals provide therapeutic recreation services for the millions of individuals who have physical, 

mental, emotional and/or social limitations. These services are provided in hospitals, rehabilitation centers, adult day 

care centers, residential facilities, nursing homes and community recreation agencies. 

 

An official proclamation from you supporting National Therapeutic Recreation Week would provide additional 

emphasis. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, time and prompt attention. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Hello NYSTRA Members~ 

TR week is quickly approaching!  I am asking all of you to write to your county executive to proclaim the week of 

July 11th- July 17th, 2010 as Therapeutic Recreation Week. What a great way to promote our profession! Below is 

a letter that Daryl Willenbrink sends to her county executive each year and gets TR week proclaimed in Rockland 

County. Please email me at missLoretta84@hotmail.com or lmurray@romehospital.org. 

 if you do send the letter and if you get your county endorsed. Thank you! 

mailto:mail@nystra.org
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WHOõS WHO IN NYSTRA?WHOõS WHO IN NYSTRA?  

Hello Members! Isnõt it nice to share exciting news with your friends and colleagues from NYSTRA? Well, why wait until the an-

nual conference each year? Announce your news in NYSTRAõs newsletter for everyone to enjoy. It will be fun for everyone to 

read and will also help us to get to know one another. So please inform NYSTRA about your recent promotion, engagement, birth, 

child's graduation/achievements or any other exciting information that you wish to share! Email the information to 

gillian25@hotmail.com. 

 

* Notices must be received by the 5th of the month 

  BEFORE the newsletter publication month, (see 

  òNYSTRA NEWS DEADLINESó for exact dates).  

 

 * To include a photo, simply attach it to your email. 

I would like to share the following news with my 

fellow NYSTRA members:  

Name: _________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

Announcement:_________________________ 

ADDRESS, NAME or EADDRESS, NAME or E --MAIL CHANGED? MAIL CHANGED?   

Former Name ____________________________________ New Name _____________________________________ 

Former Address __________________________________ New Address ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ ______________________________________________ 

Former Telephone _________________________________ New Telephone __________________________________ 

Former E-Mail_____________________________________      New E-Mail  _____________________________________ 

Please email to: Tameka S. Battle, CTRS at tbattle@fourseasonsnh.com  

MEMBER NEWS  

 

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS   
  

 
To Tameka Battle on the birth of your son,  

Jordan Anthony on April 22nd, 2010 

 

HATS OFF TO MEMBER RICHARD HOWITT!!!HATS OFF TO MEMBER RICHARD HOWITT!!!  

 
Richard Howitt, CTRS is the 2010 recipient of the Charles Connington 

Award. This award is given by Hudson Valley Leisure Services Associa-

tion. It is a monetary award provided so that professional members may 

pursue continuing education on a state or national level.  


