NEW YORK STATE THERAPEUTIC RECREATION ASSOCIATION. INC.
Volume 16 Issue 2 June 2009

FROM THE PRESI DENTO0OS DESK

Isabel Kellerman, MS Ed, CTRS
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the economy and my facility passed
our yearly DOH survey with no defi-
ciencies! Being in a positive frame of

Have a great spring and summer!

Thank you to our new board members.
Your energy and enthusiasm will Tnside this Issue
. - ) make us stronger than ever. Thank you —
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We saw so much enthusiasm at this — jients And thank you to all of our Ride For Life
yeards conference. 500,38 Youfdng Hehbers Public Relations

ha\ée volur:jter(]ared tOngf outto SChOOISﬁ who continue to support NYSTRA, to
and spread the word of TR as an excit- our new members and to all of you

ing and rewarding career to students. , haye been with us over these Page 10 Enjoy The Small Things
It was obvious that you care deeply

about our profession, and about
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individuals, dedicated to TR. We dis- ;4 past president (many times!) of Page 14 Accessible Gardening
cussed_ forming a Strategic Planning NYSTRA. He has always been there Page 15 Previous Article Continued
Co(;nmlttie to evalua(ljte olur T(trfengthz for us with his intelligence and wise Page 16 Products List
and weaknesses and to look forward to counsel. No one is more worthy of Page 17 Order Form

our future as an organization. It was
obvious that all of us want NYSTRA to
grow and flourish. I urge all of you to

such an honor.
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join us in planting the seeds for In closing, please help us plant the
NYSTRA. The bountiful harvest will seeds for NYSTRA. Volunteer to work
be worth it! on a committee, host a workshop at
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One more thing. And that includes you. | would like

TR LICENSURE UPDATE to ask you to begin to talk to other people about our

Vincent Bonadies, MS, CTRS efforts to become licensed in New York State. Begin
to talk to other recreation therapists, your co-
workers, your colleagues in other allied health care
WOW! What a conference! Hats off to the NYSTRA  professions, and your consumers about our pursuit
Conference committee for a great job they did at this towards licensure. MOST IMPORTANTLY START
yeards conference. The e dOONTACTINGIYOUR LEGISLATOR AND ABIE r e

plentiful and informative. Speaking of informative. | THEM TO SIGN ON TO THE BILL. We need to have
would like to share some of discussions that took a large volume of requests sent our legislators to sign
place at the conference about licensure. on in order to get the bill passed. NYSTRA will be

sending out emails to their members with a sample
letter to send to our legislators so we can get the ball

During the conference a lot of people were talking rolling. It is vital that we get the word out and con-
about the RT licensure initiative. And that is exactly  tact our legislators.

what we need to do. That is to start the discussion
about licensure. One of the concerns involved the
ever lasting debate of RT vs. TR. In the current draft In the weeks to come we would be eager to here your

of the bill the language of recreational therapy is comment s. Pl ease dondt hesit

used quite often. The Recreational Therapy Licensure myself if you need some help to get the conversation
Committee fully understands that recreation therapy  started. We will be more than delighted to help.
represents a small portion of the field and the prac-

tice of therapeutic recreation includes other areas

(and growing areas) beyond medical settings. We So as we move towards licensure | will be updating

have looked at this concern closely and revise the bill YOou on our progress either through emails or post-
to make therapeutic recreation a more stronger term  ings like this one on the NYSTRA and METRO web-

in the bill. sites. In the meantime please contact us if you have
any questions.
Excelsior !

It was also wonderful to have met Jerry Jordan from

Oklahoma at the conference. For those of you who

doné6t know, Okl ahoma i s ocentBegdies GRSy 3| states that

are pursing licensure. They appear to be further RT Licensure Committee Co Chair
along in the process than us but he was more than vincentb@veny.org

willing to share Okl ahomads bill with us. Jerry gave

us some valuable advice as we move along in getting | inda Dianto, MS, CTRS

the bill passed. RT Licensure Committee Co Chair

dianto@svcmny.org

Since the conference the bill has been posted in the
New York State Assembly for legislators to look at
and sign on. | would like to encourage you to take a
look at the bill by going to http://
assembly.state.ny.usand enter the bill number
A08073. The New York State Licensure Committee
notice that there were some errors in the bill that The official publication of the New York State Therapeutic

needed to be corr .eCt ed. D 0 N Q&eEreatiJH/@.sociaﬁoL, Iﬁc.,rismb‘ﬁsrgd'fourtifﬁbssa%a? _mbl
man Lancmands office has]lassured me that the bil]l
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can be corrected. Regardless of that the bulk of the Editor:  Gillian Mayson, CTRS
bill is correct. Not everything is perfect in the world \‘ gilian25@hotmail.com
of politics. Isabel Kellerman, CTRS, President
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2009- 2010 NYSTRA BOARD

PRESIDENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CLUSTER

SECRETARY
Michelle Bromfield, CTRS
mbromfield@bethabe.org

Isabel Kellerman, CTRS
ikellerm@mtnrc.org

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CLUSTER
PRESIDENT ELECT
Joanne Auerbach, CTRS
jauerbach@burke.org

Newsletter
Gillian Mayson, CTRS
gillian25@hotmail.com

FINANCE CLUSTER

TREASURER
Denise Horton, CTRS
dhorton824@yahoo.com

Conference Co-Chair
Loretta Murray, CTRS
missLoretta84@hotmail.com

Conference Co-Chair Fundraising

Marybeth Pozzuto, CTRS Shevaun Dowd, CTRS

pozzuto@nyp.org mv00363@omh.state.ny.us

Membership
Workshops -Downstate Tameka S. Battle, CTRS
Laurie Prescott, CTRS tbattle@fourseasonsnh.com

Iprescott@islandnursing.org
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION CLUSTER

Workshops -Upstate

Heather Duke, CTRS PAST PRESIDENT
heatheryduke@gmail.com Kirstin F. Impicciatore, MS Ed, CTRS
kimpicc@utica.edu

Public Relations Committee
Deborah Silver, CTRS

deborahannsilver@gmail.com Welcome New Board Members!!

Public Relations/Professional Liaison
Ashley Pattishall, CTRS

aapctrs@hotmail.com

BOARD MEETINGS
Meetings are held from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Legislation/Advocacy
Ashley Pattishall, CTRS

aapctrs@hotmail.com

Please contact Isabel Kellerman at:

ikellerm@mtnrc.org for meeting dates & details.
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MEMBERSHIP

Tameka Battle, CTRS

Dear NYSTRA Members:

NYSTRA would I ike to thank al IhAdnbabGoeferemdeo0 TaR EEerapdusicd
Recreation Education Thr u EGhaira, haettao&nMarybeth dobrdinatedoan éxe |
cellent conference. A special thank you also goes out to Steve and Robin, the conferences Registration Go
Chairs. 1 would like to send a thank you to all of the NYTSRA members that renewed their membership at
the conference. Conferences are a great opportunity to learn about the advancements in our field and to
most importantly network with old and new colleagues. Membership is also an important factor. By being
a member of NYSTRA, you can take advantage of the savings on the conferences. In March, the NYSTRA
Board discussed and finalized a lifetime membership fee for Retired members. The new lifetime member-
ship fee for Retired members is $120.00. That feel is for those Retired members that wished to become life-
time retired members of NYSTRA. The one and two year membership fee for Retired Professionals is still
available.

We also ask that you please encourage your fellow colleagues and/or supporters of TR to become NYSTRA
members. You can also provide us with updated information, such as change of address, employment,
home/work numbers and email addresses by emailing NYSTRA at mail@nystra.org. Just a friendly re-
minder, there is an application processing time of 2-3 weeks, so you might inadvertently receive a renewal
notice for membership that may have already been paid. Please disregard this notice if you have already
sent in payment. Thank you!

ADDRESS, NAME or E -MAIL CHANGED?
Former Name New Name

Former Address New Address

Former Telephone New Telephone

Former E-Mail New kil

Please email to:Tameka S. Battle, CTRS at thattle@fourseasonsnh.com

WHO8S WHO I N NYSTRA?

Hell o Members! I sndét it nice to share exciting ne
why wait until the annual conference each year? Announce your news in NYSTRA.s newsletter for everyone
to enjoy. It will be fun for everyone to read and will also help us to get to know one another. So please in-
form NYSTRA about your recent promotion, engagement, birth, child's graduation/achievements or any
other exciting information that you wish to share! Email the following information to
gillian25@hotmail.com. &T, ____________________

|

|

| would like to share the following news

* Notices must be received by the 5th of the month with my fellow NYSTRA members:

BEFORE the newsletter publication month, (see
N _ |1 Phone Number:
ONYSTRA NEWS DEADLI NESO | Bhfq- €Xact dates) .

I Announcement:
* To include a photo, simply attach it to your email. e — —

WS

@
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* MEMBER NEWS *

VAF NN

NYSTRA MEMBERS: February 2009 April 2009

NYSTRA would like to thank the following for either joining NYSTRA or renewing their NYSTRA membership.:

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Beth Bentz, CTRS
Charlotte Franks, CTRS
Gillian Mayson, CTRS
Kathleen Friedlander, CTRS
Jessica Britt Provisional
Colleen Ryan, CTRS
Russ Pikell, CTRS
Roberta Gabriel-Student
Brandon Cruz-Student
Edline Osias, CTRS
Katrina Klein, CTRS
Ann Smith, CTRS
Ashley Pettisahll, CTRS
Daniel Perrault, CTRS
Shevaun Abbott, CTRS
Christina Atti, CTRS
Michelle Baker, CTRS
Jennifer Battle, CTRS
Linda Baum, CTRS
Susan Braunwart, CTRS
Paul Bufano, CTRS
Russell Burello, CTRS
Kevin Burke, CTRS
Janet Cobb, CTRS

Galil Livingstone -Barker, CTRS
John Clements, CTRS
Robin Delasho, CTRS

Cindy Schneider, CTRS
Daniele Fish, CTRS

Jean T. Glesson, CTRS
Toiyenco Wiles, CTRS
Christine Letourneau, CTRS
Lisa Tringali, CTRS
Cyrillene Felix, Student
Hope Velez, CTRS
Michelle Baker, CTRS
Linda Baum, CTRS

Daryl Willenbrink, CTRS
Kevin Burle, VTRS

Connie Bruner-Todt, CTRS
Tiffany Ryzuk, CTRS
Michel Mintz, CTRS
Patricia Frangella, CTRS
Thomas McDonald, CTRS
Gail Moran, CTRS

Ellen Kaplowitz, CTRS
Karin Tsantilis, CTRS
Phyllis Fusco, CTRS

Mimi Topping, CTRS
Patricia Zak- Kearon, CTRS
Emily T. Husson, CTRS
Stephen Freeman, CTRS
Meghan Derick, Student
Jennie Pogorzala, CTRS

Kirstin Impicciatore, CTRS
Sarah BurnettWolle, CTRS
Tina Watson, CTRS

Mindy Chrzan, Student
Jacquline Johnston, CTRS
Michelle Mathis, CTRS
Tamara Ferguson, CTRS
Russell Borello, CTRS
Isabel Kellerman, CTRS
Patricia Hendy, CTRS

Lily Ng, CTRS

Mandi Morrone, CTRS
Linda Maddox, CTRS
Hannah Louis, Student
Stephanie Grosso, CTRS
Suzanne Hawes, CTRS
Loretta Ann Murray, CTRS
Karen Nash, CTRS

Mario Panetta, CTRS
Amanda Perl, Student
Marybeth Pozzuto, CTRS
Arlaine Renacia- Bruce, CTRS
Mark Turnbull, Student
Peter Alexson, CTRS
Frances Carrero, CTRS

Please follow Dr. Linda Levine Madori

as she travels and teaches the TTAP method in Finland for 6 weeks. The

blog will contain video footage and photos of all the various universities she visits along with info and pictures of

the Finnish culture, people and places. Go to: http://arttherapyinfinland

-ttapmethodc.blogspot.com/
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NYSTRA CONGRATULATES
THE 2009 NYSTRA AWARD WINNERS...

S—J

NYSTRA DISTINGUISHED KIMBERLY A. KIERNAN OUTSTANDING NYSTRA VOLUNTEER OF
SERVICE AWARD PROFESSIONAL AWARD THE YEAR AWARD

Ron Becker, Ms. Ed., CTRS Robin Gallagher, CTRS Marie Mercado

NYSTRA INNOVATIVE PROGRAM OF NYSTRA ORGANIZATION OR Congratulations to
THE YEAR AWARD INSTITUTION AWARD Matt Gold, CTRS

Connie Todt, CTRS & Jennifer Battle, CTRS Carole Fraser, Universal Access METROG6s Li flelti me

For Introducing The T-Golf ® System Coordinator & Achievement Award
Sunnyview Rehab the NYS Dept. of Environmental Recipient
Conservation

NYSTRA STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD
Whitney Mayer

PLEASE GO TO WWW.NYSTRA.ORG FOR THE WRITE
UPS ON THESE AWARD WINNERS!




