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Think Spring, Think Saratoga!  

 

Wow, do you believe in déjà vu? Here I am coming to the end of my term as NYSTRA President-again. Seems Iõve done this be-

fore! Iõll save my big thank yous till after the conference. Right now I just want to thank Joanne Auerbach and Lorrie Prescott for 

NYSTRAõs leadership of the Downstate Conference. They did an outstanding job! 

 

Thank you to MaryBeth and Loretta for the countless hours spent in putting our upcoming 15th Annual Conference together. Jug-

gling work, family and NYSTRA is quite an achievement! 

 

I just want to repeat what Iõve said before. There is so much we can accomplish, but it takes all of us. What is it that Hillary Clinton 

said, òIt takes a villageó, well it takes our village, the TR village and working together we can do it. The title for this yearõs confer-

ence is òHonoring our Past, Building our Futureó. We have a strong foundation to build upon and the future belongs to all of us. 

Take a look at the US Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2010-11 Edition under Recreational Therapists. 

Employment as an RT is projected to grow faster than the average. Applicants will face competition for jobs. Four states now have 

licensure and we will be next! 

 

Think spring, think Saratoga! I look forward to seeing all of you March 20-23rd at our 

15th Annual Conference. It is not only a celebration of 15 years of our annual confer-

ence,  it is a celebration of all of us-TR, RT, licensure, you, me, my residents, your cli-

ents, everyone. Hope youõll be there. 

 

Have you looked at the RT videos on YouTube? They are amazing. In particular take a 

look at òIõm Going to Major in Recreational Therapyó. Itõs a college studentõs discovery 

of TR. I thought it was funny, touching and so true. I look forward to hearing from you 

with your thoughts and comments. Isabelkel@aol.com or (718)298-7840. 
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òKeep your faith in all beautiful things; 

In the sun when it is hidden, 

in the Spring when it is gone.ó 

  -Roy R. Gilson 
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BREAKING NEWS!!! 
 

The TR Licensure Committee has some wonderful news 

about the TR Licensure Bill.  Our bill was introduced to 

the NYS Senate by Senator Andrew Lanza from Staten 

Island on October 28, 2009 and has been referred to the 

Committee on the Rules. We presently have the bill in 

both the Assembly (A8073A) and Senate (S6252). Our 

next step is to make sure the bill continues to go through 

the proper committees and become law. 

 

Although we are getting closer to passing the bill, all of us 

must continue to ask the support of our legislators. We 

call upon you to contact your legislators in support of 

the bill. Email them or call. If you can, we also ask you to 

contact some or all of those legislators on the Education 

committee in the Assembly and on the Rules committee 

in the Senate. 

 

Please contact either Vinnie Bonadies or Linda Dianto 

(Committee co-chairs) if you have any questions. 

 

Vinnie Bonadies, MS, CTRS 

212-539-6366 

vincentb@vcny.org 

 

Linda Dianto   

lcdctrs@aol.com 

 

 

It is true that T.R. Week is not until July, but donõt wait 

until June to think about it!  Planning in advance will give 

you ample time to refine ideas, order supplies, and publi-

cize.  And why celebrate only one week?  At Burke Reha-

bilitation Hospital, where I work, we celebrate our pro-

fession all month-- like our colleagues in physical therapy, 

occupational therapy, and speech therapy do. 

 

Over the years, we have planned lots of different activi-

tiesñand always try to incorporate some òmessageó into 

all of the fun.  One of the activities we have used is 

Wheel of Fortune with a T.R. theme (sans wheel and 

fortuneé).  òLaughing Matters,ó òCertified Therapeutic 

Recreation Specialist,ó and òJust What the Doctor Or-

deredó are just a few of the possible puzzles. 

 

Either as a separate activity, or as another layer to Wheel 

of Fortune (a way to òearnó a letter), you can also do a 

variation of the game Scattergories®.  Write categories 

on 3 x 5 cards that have something to do with recreation, 

leisure, or T.R. practice.  òA positive emotion,ó òA com-

munity site for leisure or recreation,ó and òSomething 

you can enjoy on a rainy dayó are just a few ideas.  Ten or 

twelve categories work well.  The player (or team) rolls 

the Scattergories letter cube and gives an appropriate 

response starting with the rolled letter.  For example, if 

the category drawn is òA recreation activity you can do 

while sitting down,ó and the letter rolled is B, and accept-

able answer could  be BASKETBALL! 

 

Beyond the fun, social interaction, and mental exercise, 

these games provide the leader lots of opportunities to 

talk about what it takes to become a CTRS, the benefits 

of a balanced leisure lifestyle, adapted activities, etc. 

 

So,  whether you try the ideas above, or plan your own 

wonderful programs, now is the time to check out the 

NYSTRA, ATRA, and NTRS websites to order give-

aways, posters, educational materials, etc.  And remem-

ber to write an article for you facilityõs newsletterñthen 

share your ideas with fellow NYSTRA members through 

this publication! 
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PRESIDENT  

Isabel Kellerman, CTRS 

ikellerman@mtnrc.org  

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CLUSTER  

PRESIDENT ELECT  

Joanne Auerbach, CTRS  

jauerbac@burke.org 

 

Conference Co -Chair  

Loretta Murray, CTRS 

missLoretta84@hotmail.com 

 

Conference Co -Chair  

MaryBeth Pozzuto, CTRS 

pozzuto@nyp.org 

 

  Workshops -Downstate  

Laurie Prescott, CTRS 

lprescott@islandnursing.org  

 

Workshops -Upstate  

Heather Duke, CTRS 

heatheryduke@gmail.com 

 

Public Relations Committee  

Deborah Silver, CTRS 

deborahannsilver@gmail.com  

 

Legislation/Advocacy  

Leslie Hoot, CTRS 

lespearl8@yahoo.com  

Student Liaisons  

Brandi Crowe  

brandi.crowe@cortland.edu  

 

Emily Condra 

emily.condra@cortland.edu 

 

Sarah Wryk  

sarah.wryk@cortland.edu  

 

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CLUSTER  

SECRETARY 

Michelle Bromfield, CTRS 

mbromfield@bethabe.org 

 

Newsletter  

Gillian Mayson, CTRS 

gillian25@hotmail.com 

 

FINANCE CLUSTER  

TREASURER 

Denise Horton, CTRS 

dhorton824@yahoo.com 

 

Fundraising  

Shevaun Dowd, CTRS 

mv00363@omh.state.ny.us  

 

Membership  

Tameka S. Battle, CTRS 

tbattle@fourseasonsnh.com 

 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION CLUSTER  

 

PAST PRESIDENT  

Kirstin F. Impicciatore, MS Ed, CTRS 

kimpicc@utica.edu   

   

BOARD MEETINGS  

Meetings are held from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Please contact Isabel Kellerman at: 

ikellerm@mtnrc.org  for meeting dates & details. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Tameka Battle, CTRS 

Dear NYSTRA Members: 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!!  As we approach this yearõs conference, I encourage all members to take advantage 

of the membership discount by making sure their membership is active.   

 

As an update, our òGo Greenó initiative has been a success!  We thank all for their assistance, input and most of all 

patience with such a massive undertaking.  By going green, we have managed to keep our membership rates the same 

while helping to cut down on the amount of time, money spent and paper used on communicating with members.  

We look forward to seeing you all in the Spring at Saratoga!!! 

 

As always, please encourage your fellow colleagues and/or supporters of TR to become NYSTRA members.  I would 

like to also thank all who have joined, renewed or updated with NYSTRA.   

 

You can also provide us with updated information, such as change of address, employment, home/work numbers and 

email addresses by emailing NYSTRA at mail@nystra.org.   

 

Just a friendly reminder, there is an application processing time of 2-3 weeks, so you might inadvertently receive a 

renewal notice for membership that may have already been paid.  Please disregard this notice if you have already sent 

in payment.  Thank you to the following for either joining NYSTRA or renewing their NYSTRA membership.  

 

NYSTRA Members- November 2009- January 2010: 
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Professional Members  

Rebecca Atwell, CTRS 

Lynn Cohen, CTRS   

Kathleen Burleson, CTRS      

Laura Stein, CTRS 

Janet Larghi, CTRS   

Ann Cartwright, CTRS 

Marjorie Cohen, CTRS   

Mimi Ferle, CTRS 

Katherine Hollay, CTRS 

Tameka Battle, CTRS 

Sonia DõAndrea, CTRS 

Denise Horton, CTRS 

Tameka Battle, CTRS 

Ishaque Binney, CTRS 

Vincent Bonadies, CTRS 

Joan BrickmanCTRS 

Claudette Clennon-Pitman, CTRS 

Sharon Rappaport, CTRS 

Steve Victory, CTRS 

Dom DõAchille, CTRS 

Patrick Diffley, CTRS 

Vivian Dillon, CTRS 

Heather Duke, CTRS 

Michelle Eason, CTRS 

Robin Gallgher, CTRS 

Elizabeth Gardner-Cuer, CTRS 

Matt Gold, CTRS 

Karin Harris, CTRS 

Jean Hesler, CTRS 

Jenna Leibowitz, CTRS 

Jasmine Leon, CTRS 

Vincent LoRe, CTRS 

Kathleen Mirrione, CTRS 

Linda Newby, CTRS 

Heather Reynolds, CTRS 

Bob Riley, CTRS 

Myra Roman, CTRS 

Mary Ellen Rury, CTRS 

Deborah Silver, CTRS 

Marilyn Silverman, CTRS 

Vanessa Smith, CTRS 

Judith Weiss, CTRS 

Sanya B. Williams, CTRS 

Dr. Lynn Anderson, CTRS 

Laurie Penney-McGee, CTRS 

Heather Freeman, CTRS 

Sheri Gottlieb, CTRS 

Sandra Sindaco, CTRS 

 

Associate Members  

Sebastian Debidin 

Catherine Scoons 

Dr. Vicki Wilkins 

Eugenia Pigasiou 

Lynn Hiller-Gold 

Anna Evanoff-Viruet 

Judith Ferrara 

Susan Lett 

 

Retired Members  

Maggie Ciccosanti, CTRS 

Judy Bereson, CTRS  

Fred Greenblatt, CTRS 

Dorothy McNamara 

 

Organizational Members  

Janet Kibassa, CTRS 

Green Chimneys 

 

Student Members  

Mary Carver 

Brandi Crowe 
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WHOõS WHO IN NYSTRA?WHOõS WHO IN NYSTRA?  

Hello Members! Isnõt it nice to share exciting news with your friends and colleagues from NYSTRA? Well, why wait until the an-

nual conference each year? Announce your news in NYSTRAõs newsletter for everyone to enjoy. It will be fun for everyone to 

read and will also help us to get to know one another. So please inform NYSTRA about your recent promotion, engagement, birth, 

child's graduation/achievements or any other exciting information that you wish to share! Email the information to 

gillian25@hotmail.com. 

 

* Notices must be received by the 5th of the month 

  BEFORE the newsletter publication month, (see 

  òNYSTRA NEWS DEADLINESó for exact dates).  

 

 * To include a photo, simply attach it to your email. 

I would like to share the following news with my 

fellow NYSTRA members:  

Name: _________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

Announcement:_________________________ 

ADDRESS, NAME or EADDRESS, NAME or E --MAIL CHANGED? MAIL CHANGED?   

Former Name ____________________________________ New Name _____________________________________ 

Former Address __________________________________ New Address ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ ______________________________________________ 

Former Telephone _________________________________ New Telephone __________________________________ 

Former E-Mail_____________________________________      New E-Mail  _____________________________________ 

Please email to: Tameka S. Battle, CTRS at tbattle@fourseasonsnh.com  

MEMBER NEWS  



Please email the request form to Tameka Battle at tbat-
tle@fourseasonsnh.com 

 
A copy of your proposed mailing, for which these labels 

will be used, must be included with this request. 
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